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(PTMISEA) in the amount of $1,274,555 and $566,176 of deferred State Transit 
Assistance (STA) funds.   
 
On August 28, 2008 the El Dorado Transit board directed staff to proceed with replacing 
the 40’ 45-seat commuter coaches with 45’ 57-seat commuter coaches.  The board 
members and general public were invited to view a demonstration model of the 57-seat 
bus.  The demonstrator bus was placed in-service rotating through all commuter routes 
from August 18 to September 12, 2008.   
 
The August 28, 2008 report to the board noted that the Western El Dorado County 2008 
Short Range Transit Plan, June 18, 2008 discusses the fiscal constraint on service 
expansion.  With the fiscal constraint of adding new routes, the California Air Resources 
Board (CARB) restriction on adding buses to the fleet and unavailability of the 40’ 45-
seat commuter coaches, El Dorado Transit strategy is to upgrade to the 45’ 57-passenger 
commuter coaches.  Replacing the 45-seat buses with 57-seat commuter coaches will 
provide higher seating capacity.   
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Yolo County Transportation District (YCTD) published a Request for Proposals 
(RFP) on September 22, 2008 for the manufacture and delivery of 45’ 57-seat low 
emission diesel commuter coaches with options for up to 125 additional 45’ 57-seat low 
emission diesel commuter coaches.  YCTD is the lead agency that invited El Dorado 
Transit, Placer County Transit, Elk Gove e-tran, Yuba-Sutter and Roseville Transit to 
assist with preparation of technical specifications for the 45’ 57-seat low emission diesel 
commuter coaches.  This collaboration standardized a large number of components to 
meet the majority of technical specifications for each fleet. 
 
Assuming the use of federal funds for these acquisitions, the RFP included all federal 
requirements.  There were two (2) bidders and the apparent responsible bidder is MCI.  
YCTD anticipates awarding the contract in the next few weeks.   
 
El Dorado Transit Purchase Order No. 14275 is for the acquisition of eight (8) 45’ 57-
seat low emission diesel commuter coaches.  This item is being submitted for 
consideration by the board out-of-sequence.  Typically, the contract is awarded then the 
purchase order and request for authorization is submitted however; to meet funding 
deadlines and avoid scheduling a special meeting, staff is requesting authorization prior 
to bid award. 
 
There is a 1% contingency on the project to allow for any unforeseen change orders.  For 
example; the paint scheme has not been decided or priced.  El Dorado Transit staff is 
recommending the one-color paint scheme.  A two-color paint scheme would retain the 
white bus with blue stripe and a one-color paint scheme would be an all over blue with 
white logos as pictured in an attachment. 
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FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Capital Revenue 
 

Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5307 
   Grant # CA-90-Y471  $   365,000  
   Grant # CA-90-Y356  $   799,427  
   Grant # CA-90-Y537  $   320,000  
   Grant # CA-90-Y633  $   425,000 
     

Sacramento County State Transportation  
Improvement Program (STIP)   $  363,000 

 
California State Proposition 1B commonly 
referred to as PTMISEA    $ 1,274,555* 

 
State Transit Assistance (STA)   $    607,491   

 
 
  Project Total     $ 4,154,473 
 
* These funds are held in an interest bearing account by El Dorado Transit.  Interest 
revenue will be used on this purchase. 
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