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minimum standard FBR for El Dorado Transit according to TDA regulation.  The required 
minimum FBR for rural areas is set under the TDA to be 10 percent (10%), while the 
minimum for urbanized areas is 20 percent (20%).  At present, the rural standard is used for 
the claims process in western El Dorado County. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
In response to the results of the 2000 Census, the US Census Bureau designated a portion of 
western El Dorado County to be part of the Sacramento Urbanized Area.  As detailed in the 
FY 2004-06 Triennial Performance Audit of El Dorado County Transportation Commission 
prepared by PMC in 2007, under TDA regulations it is appropriate to identify a “blended” 
value for the minimum FBR: 
 

“If an operator serves urbanized and non-urbanized areas in the area of jurisdiction of a 
transportation planning agency, the transportation planning agency shall adopt rules and 
regulations to determine what portion of the public transportation services of the operator 
serves urbanized areas and what portion serves non-urbanized areas to determine its 
required ratio of fare revenues to operating cost, as defined by subdivision (a) of Section 
99247, or its required ratio of the sum of fare revenues and local support to operating 
cost, or both.  The transportation-planning agency shall submit the rules and regulations 
to the department for approval.”  

 
The formula for a blended FBR is typically based upon the proportions of population within 
the urban versus rural areas.  Based upon the most recent available US Census data, the 
pertinent figures are as follows: 
 
 Western El Dorado County rural area population  104,477   84.46% 
 Western El Dorado County urban area population   17,800   14.54% 
 Total Western El Dorado County population  122,257 100.00% 
 
Factoring the population proportions by their applicable minimum FBR, the blended ratio for 
Western El Dorado County as a whole can be calculated as follows: 
 

84.46% X 10% + 14.54% X 20% = 11.5% 
 

El Dorado Transit staff concurs with the EDCTC recommendation to adopt an 11.5% blended 
FBR noting that the agency has consistently exceeded the proposed minimum for the last 
several fiscal periods.  If adopted, EDCTC will submit this recommendation to the California 
Department of Transportation for review and approval, and subsequently adopt the revised, 
blended minimum farebox return ratio. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
None 

26




